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music-hall The people of the old music-hall
gallery came out as though Uncle John in
Australia had left them a fortune. The movie
audience comes out as though it has just left
the sick-room of a poor relation.
The theatre, happily, is still a part of the
London scene, though it is to-day more a
function than an integral part of the life of the
people. Despite the frequent building of new
theatres, London is still, under the movie-
conquest, below the pre-war period of this
century in its number of theatres, and the
suburbs are hopelessly outpointed. In 1912
central London had thirty-four regular theatres,
not counting music-halls which occasionally
lent themselves as theatres. Other parts of the
town supported twenty-three more. To-day
it is much below those numbers. The suburbs
have lately broken out into experimental "little"
theatres, but the majority of the old houses have
disappeared, and only four remain in action.
When I was a youth you could see a play with
a "West End Company" at the Coronet,
Notting Hill; the Marlborough, Holloway
Road; the Kennington; and the Borough,
Stratford. You could also see plays at the
Camden, Camden Town; the Dalston; the
Surrey, Blackfriars; the Metropole, Camber-
well, where I saw my first pantomime; the